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Junior League promotes a “Kaleidoscope of Learning” with $12,200.00

Springfield-The Junior League of Springfield, Inc. will give $12,200.00 to local children, women and families for “Kaleidoscope of Learning” opportunities in 2004.  Many organizations applied for the money through a competitive application process.  The Projects & Grants Committee in conjunction with the Finance Committee ultimately selected, and the Board approved the following organizations to receive funding. The grant checks will be awarded at the Junior League of Springfield’s May 11th Annual Banquet at the Inn at 835.  Ms. Julie Staley will also be recognized with the JLS Press Service Award.  Cocktails (cash bar) and conversation begin at 6:00 with the presentation of awards immediately following.  The press is invited to attend. 

“It was the consensus to lead and empower the community to make positive changes, that prompted us to approve these grants.  With a “Kaleidoscope of Learning” opportunities, our organization has ensured that as much money as possible goes directly for the individual’s needs.  We rarely give out money for budget items such as salaries and misc. items,” says Genelle Iocca, Chair of the Project and Grants Committee.  “The Kaleidoscope reminds us that our community is comprised of a diverse group of individuals with a diverse group of needs and talents.  When this diversity is embraced and we come together to create positive change, we see organized beauty.”

Four of these organizations will receive volunteers as well as money from the Junior League.  “Each year we choose projects that we feel strongly about advocating and giving direct service.”  Iocca explains, “When our entire membership of women supports a program in our community, we can create impact.  That kaleidoscope circle gets bigger and more beautiful every year we continue to focus on a particular project.”

Camp Care-A-Lot, a camping and educational experience for 6-10 year old children from low to no income families held June 20-26, 2004 at Lake Springfield.  Day and evening volunteers or weeklong counselors will assist in carrying out the day to day, week long camp experience in several ways including: life guarding, arts and craft help, serving already prepared meals, hiking chaperones, swimming help, camp set up, luggage transport.  $858.00 and volunteers
Springfield Children’s Museum serving children and families by providing imaginative, entertaining and participatory experiences in arts, sciences and humanities.  The museum seeks to use JLS members’ energy, talent, and expertise to revitalize the Museum in its proposed new location at the Springfield Zoo.  JLS will help to re-establish the Museum’s PR, volunteer, grant writing and membership programs in anticipation of the Museum’s reopening.  $400.00 and volunteers

Family Service Center provides services that empower families to deal positively with challenges that occur throughout the family life cycle.  JLS will help update a children’s waiting room with paint, furniture, storage, TV/VCR, toys and videos for educational interaction between parents and children.  $500.00 and volunteers

PORA (Positive Options, Referrals and Alternatives) provides a safe residence for women who have decided to change their lifestyle from prostitution to productive citizenship.  JLS volunteers will be Cooking with Pazzazz – Economically.  There will be cooking sessions that involve one meal per month for a period of six months.  The sessions will include a balanced menu, recipes, shopping for ingredients, meal preparation and enjoyment of the meal as a “family”.  $442.00 and volunteers

Springfield Area Reading is Fundamental motivates children to read by allowing them to choose free books three times a year for three years thus creating a personal library and a love for reading.  The grant will be used solely for the purchase and distribution of quality paperback books free to students in third, fourth and fifth grades enrolled in 39 participating schools.  $1500.00

Springfield Urban League enables African-Americans, other minority groups, and the     underprivileged to cultivate their potential and exercise their full human rights as American citizens.  The grant will enable the SUL to provide an interactive technology-based literacy program for three to five year old children who attend the SUL after-school program.  $2,128.00 

St. Patrick Catholic School strives to educate all in the community, without regard to race, religion, or national origin, which desire a safe and disciplined educational environment with high academic standards and a caring, highly qualified staff.  This grant will help start up a summer school program for 60 K-4th grade students.  It will help at-risk students retain, and build upon, basic skills in reading and math during the traditional summer vacation.  $800.00
Youth Service Bureau’s mission is to divert youth from the juvenile justice and/or child welfare systems by providing access to needed comprehensive community based services aimed at prevention, diversion and/or treatment.  The grant will fund parenting classes using the Love and Logic training module.  Participants in the classes will be pregnant and parenting teens identified in our community to be in need of these services.  $2,000.00

Sangamon-Menard Agriculture Education Partnership provides learning opportunities for the general population to ensure that our society understands the importance of the agriculture industry.  This funding will provide a summer school program at Lincoln’s New Salem for students throughout the Springfield area.  It will educate students K-4 about the farms that their food comes from and how to make healthy snacks from these foods.  The program will award students with a book “If It Weren’t for Farmers” at the end of the program.  $900.00
Sojourn Shelter & Services strives to build a community free of violence through service, 

leadership, and education.  They offer emergency shelter, individual and group counseling, emergency response, court advocacy, community support, referrals, community education, and a 24-hour hotline.  This grant will assist Sojourn with their Prevention and Education Program by providing a billboard with their hotline information.  $800.00

Springfield Theatre Centre provides central Illinois with quality theatre, educational opportunities, and a creative outlet for live theatrical arts.  This grant will provide transportation for classes from the predominantly lowest economic elementary schools in District 186 to attend school performances of the White Rabbit Series. (STC will waive admission fees for these students).  $1,872.00

For more information the public may call the Junior League headquarters at (217)787-7802, Genelle Iocca (217)546-4268, Jeanne Lashmett (217)698-3989, or visit the Junior League website at www.jlsil.org.

