February 8, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:  Christie Hovey (217) 546.7480
The Junior League of Springfield Awards Grant Monies
Springfield, IL – The Junior League of Springfield is pleased to announce the awarding of 13 grants to 12 local not-for-profit organizations for a total of $10,000 at its general meeting held Tuesday, February 8, 2005.

According to Christie Hovey, Chair of the Projects and Grants Committee for the Junior League of Springfield, the application process is extremely competitive. This year, we had a tremendous response—receiving over 30 grant applications from local not-for-profit organizations by our November 1 deadline. Applicants request funding for items related to children’s and women’s issues, while salaries are typically not funded. Our bylaws require us to award a minimum of 75 percent of the available projects and grants funds to the Junior League of Springfield focus area of “Child Growth and Development and Parental Education.”
The Projects and Grants Committee and the Finance Committee, along with the JLS Board of Directors, is pleased to share with you the following community grant recipients for the 2004-2005 league year.
M.E.R.C.Y. Communities - to provide funding for child-centered services and respite childcare services ($1,000.00).
Illinois Symphony Orchestra - to provide funding so students in grades K-6 can attend ISO performances ($1,000.00).
St. Joseph School - to provide funding for curriculum and supplies for the Enrichment program for all students in grades 1-5 and the Accelerated Learning program for students in grades 6-8 ($350.00).
SIU Foundation on behalf of the SIU School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics, Camp COCO (Children’s Oncology Camp Organization) - to send 2 children with cancer and other blood-related disorders to camp ($900.00).
The Marrow Foundation (Samuel S. Boutchee Fund) - to fund costs associated with recruiting new marrow and blood cell donors ($1,000.00).
The Springfield Project - to fund a new scholarship program, “Project Education Success,” designed to assist families of under-privileged children with the costs of school activity fees, tuitions, physical exams, and supplies. ($1,000.00).
Springfield Children's Museum - to fund the purchase of a computer system ($1,308.35).
St. Patrick Catholic School - to fund summer school activities including: academic instruction, breakfast and lunch, computer class, swimming lessons, karate, and praise dance for students at-risk ($1,000.00).
American Red Cross, Illinois Capital Area Chapter - to provide funding for low-income children to participate in Project SafeSitters which includes training in first-aid, CPR, and babysitting ($1,000.00).
Springfield Area Arts Council - to fund performances and activities related to the 20th Annual Children's Arts Festival to be held in September 2005 ($500.00).
Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield – to purchase two computers from the Computer Banc for members to create materials and do research projects and papers ($150.00).
Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield - to fund the Writer's Workshop, led by two of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield middle school youth, where poetry, stories and opinion papers are written ($175.00).
PECS - Lee School - to purchase equipment needed to create cards for the Picture Exchange Communication System ($616.65).
The Projects and Grants Committee usually begins accepting applications around July or August each year. We hope to receive even more applications next year. Any 501c(3) organization targeting children’s and women’s issues is encouraged to apply. More information about the Projects and Grants application process, along with a downloadable application form can be found at the Junior League of Springfield, Inc., website, www.jlsil.org/community. You may also call the Junior League of Springfield headquarters at 217.787.7802.

The Junior League of Springfield, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving the community through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.
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