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For immediate release:  Friday, March 9, 2007


contact:  Farah Salim (217) 725-8175

Junior League of Springfield Celebrates National Women’s History Month 

SPRINGFIELD---In recognition of National Women’s History Month, the Junior League of Springfield is making history by announcing its donation of more than $10,000 to ten local charities, plus the commitment of hundreds of volunteer hours.

The donations and volunteer hours will prove to be invaluable to each organization.  For example, a $2,000 grant for the Central Illinois Chapter of the Autism Society of America will provide eight weeks of in-home support and training to individuals with autism and their families.  In addition, a research-based best practice approach will be used to develop an individualized program that helps to improve the lives of everyone involved.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Illinois Central Region will receive a $500 grant to purchase educational games and hands-on activities for children in its Site-Based Mentoring Program, which matches elementary school students with either an adult or high school student during the lunch hour or after-school during the 2007-2008 school year.

A $950 grant will help Camp Care-a-Lot provide a week-long educational outdoor camping experience in June 2007 for five- to ten-year-old children from the Springfield area who are living with the devastating effects of poverty.  The hope is that this experience will give these children the tools to become sold and productive citizens now and in the future.  In addition, the Junior League of Springfield has approved a $1,300 project fund that will be used for meals, room rent at camp, supplies, and other craft items.  Twelve JLS volunteers will also provide help with roles such as activity leaders, counselor, lifeguards, etc. 

Feitshans Academy will receive a $1,500 grant to be used for its Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports program.  Funds will be used to purchase and provide behavior intervention and support in an effort to optimize quality instruction, and to increase academic achievement during the 2007-2008 school year.

A grant of $1,250 Capitol City Coalition’s Junior Police Academy will allow at-risk youth an opportunity to attend a week-long, character- and relationship-building summer camp during June and July 2007.  This opportunity will allow them an outlet to enhance their self-esteem and refine personal skills, overall improving their chances to stay off the streets.

--more--

Saint Patrick Catholic School was awarded a $600 grant to offer a summer program for its students in pre-Kindergarten through fifth grade.  The program helps primarily at-risk students on Springfield’s East Side strive for academic excellence.  The summer program addresses conventional subjects such as reading, math, writing, and incorporates enrichment activities such as physical education and cultural experiences.

A $1,500 grant will be given to Springfield Area Reading is Fundamental Association (RIF).  The funds will be used solely for the purchase and distribution of quality paperback books free to students in third, fourth, and fifth grades enrolled in 39 participating schools.

The Springfield Art Association will use a $500 grant to defray the cost of implementing Art Outreach, an art appreciation program in area schools at no charge to participants.  Launched in 1972, Art Outreach is a volunteer-run program which, which provides critical arts and educational programming to approximately 64,000 school-aged children during the school term.  These funds are vital as often Art Outreach is the only such arts and educational programming offered in the school.

Another project will utilize ten or more JLS volunteers to tap into their creative juices and $1,100 to renovate a room to be used as a children’s room for play and educational purposes at the Phoenix Center.  The Phoenix Center provides HIV/AIDS prevention education services to the community and runs a residential program serving clients of all ages.  Many clients have children and these children have nowhere to play.  This will offer them a chance to unwind and express themselves in a safe and secure environment.

“The Junior League of Springfield is proud to offer its support to the organizations receiving grants in 2007,” said Sinead Rice Madigan, Projects and Grants Committee Chair.
JLS is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving the communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Our purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.  The money for this year’s grants was raised through various JLS fundraisers, including the annual Next To New Sale and the Kitchens in Bloom spring kitchen tour, as well as from generous donations contributed by our members.
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